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"You mean for us," Matsuda corrected him.
"That's right. It is fortunate for us that you did not accept an of-
ficial position."
"Anyway, your prestige alone will suffice to put this enterprise
across.'* The \vould-be publisher turned to Saionji. "In addition to
your editorial responsibility, we expect you to do one more thing,
we want you to share in the investment. Each of us will contribute
five hundred yen—"
"You expect me to contribute funds, too?" The host smiled.
"Yes, President. You are our leader and you are best situated, if
you care to look up your influential friends and relatives, for instance*
Since every one of us, though hard up, will put up that amount, will
you endorse the cause with three thousand yen?"
"Do you plan to squeeze that sum from my empty purse? Six times
as much-"
"Let's make it fifteen hundred Your relatives will surely help you
out, if you don't tell them where the money is going."
"You are a clever business man.1*
All laughed as Saionji and Matsuda eyed each other.
"Do you agree?" the young man persisted*
"Yes. What's the name of the paper? How about Toyo Jiyu Shim-
bun, the Oriental Liberal Newspaper?" the president suggested.
"That's settled," Matsuda said.
"Changing the subject, Monsieur, what progress have you made
with that star geisha, Tama?M
"So far, none/* Saionji sighed.
"Not hopeless though, with your masterly technique in the Parisian
school of love-making and your determination—"
"A hunter must spot che game, otherwise he cannot fire at it I
sm't meet her, how can I proceed? She avoids me. But I won't give up
tiy attempt-"
"Oh, that Tama is literally besieged by men of power and wealthf
hey say, That's why she ignores invitations from an ordinary person
»r group."
They all laughed, for they knew the publisher's own vain efforts in
lat direction.
To lighten the air of defeatism, he, twisting his thick moustache,
id: "Monsieur always wants the best. After the others come, my m
\ join in a sortie on your behalf?"

